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Professional Development

• University of Houston 2023 - Present
Postdoctoral Fellow - Chemical Engineering Advisor: Lars Grabow

• Carnegie Mellon University 2021 - 2023
Postdoctoral Fellow - Chemical Engineering Advisor: Zachary W. Ulissi

• University of California San Diego 2016 - 2021
Ph.D. - Nanoengineering (Materials Science focus) Advisor: Shyue Ping Ong

• University of California San Diego 2016 - 2017
M.S. - Nanoengineering (Materials Science focus)

• University of California San Diego 2012 - 2015
B.S. - Nanoengineering (Materials Science focus)

Digital Profiles

• Google Scholar

• LinkedIn

• Github

Skills and Competencies

• 9 years of professional experience in:

◦ Academic research setting

◦ Coding with Python

◦ Software development and version control with Github and Git

◦ Circle CI

◦ AWS

◦ Bash Scripting

◦ High performance computing

◦ Application of Vienna Ab initio Simulation Package (VASP) for density functional theory (DFT)

◦ Application of related post-processing software:

∗ Python Materials Genomics (pymatgen) (contributed to developments)

∗ Atomic Simulation Environment (ASE)

∗ Vaspkit (for wave-function analysis)

∗ Bader analysis

∗ LOBSTER for the analysis of Crystal Orbital Hamiltonian Populations

◦ Scientific communication, including manuscript publication and conference presentation

◦ High throughput workflow development for the full automation of DFT calculations

• 4 years of professional experience in applied machine learning in material and chemical engineering

https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=h5jugX8AAAAJ&hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/in/richard-tran-6b6896a6/
https://github.com/CifLord


Subject Expertise

• 9 years of applying computational methods in chemistry and material science

• 6 years investigating material science subjects

◦ Structural materials: embrittlement of alloys through dopants, ceramic nanostructures for coating materials,
investigation of grain boundaries

◦ Surface science: surface thermodynamics, work function and electronic properties, nanoscale stability

◦ Functional materials: Mott insulators and semiconductors, strongly correlated oxides

• 4 years investigating catalysts and catalytic reactions:

◦ Bimetallic catalysts for NO−
3 reduction reaction

◦ Oxide catalysts for oxygen evolution reaction

◦ Multimetallic catalysts for liquid organic hydrogen carriers

◦ Single atom catalysts for chlorine vs oxygen evolution selectivity

Research Experience

Post-Doctoral Fellow, Lars Grabow, University of Houston Dept of Chem. Eng. (2023-present)

• Applied high-throughput screening with machine learning to identify viable oxides for static and dynamic
catalysis in the context of oxygen evolution reaction.

• Constructed automated high-throughput workflows for calculating the full reaction diagrams of single atom
catalysts (doped graphene and MXenes) in the context of seawater electrolysis and chlorine evolution.

• Provided computational modelling for various investigations as part of the Center for Programmable Energy
Catalysts.

Post-Doctoral Fellow, Zachary W. Ulissi, Carnegie Mellon University Dept of Chem. Eng. (2021-2023)

• Exploration of reaction diagrams and microkinetic models for the dehydrogenation of isopropyl alcohol using
intermetallic catalyst surfaces.

• Developed software for the generalization of adsorbate placement on oxide surfaces for the application of oxygen
evolution. Construction of machine learning models for the total DFT energies of adsorbed oxide surfaces.

• Screened the chemical space of binary intermetallics for potential candidates catalysts for nitrate reduction
reaction using machine learning and previously developed microkinetic models.

Ph.D., Shyue Ping Ong, University of California San Diego Dept of NEng. (2016-2021)

• Developed high-throughput workflows for the calculation of surface properties of elemental crystalline solids.

• Explored dopant segregation at the grain boundaries and surfaces of refractory materials for the engineering of
nanoscale structures.

• Investigation of defect induced metal-to-insulator transition in several Mott insulators for the application of
neuromorphic computing.
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∗Co-first author

Manuscripts in preparation

1. R. Tran, M. Hilda, K.-E. You, J. Kitchin, and U. Zachary, “Rapid calculations of multimetallic reaction diagrams
for isopropyl alcohol dehydrogenation,”

Proposals

• ANL/CNM High Performance Computing Cluster (Carbon) Allocation (Awarded 512,000 CPU
hours)
Effect of dopants on morphology of transition metal carbides, PI: Prof Shyue Ping Ong (2018)

• Texas Center for Superconducting at UH (TcSUH) (Awarded $31,000 12 months)
Advancing the Hydrogen Economy while Decarbonizing the Chemical Industry through
Chlorine-Mediated Electrocatalytic Synthesis, PI: Lars Grabow (2023)



• UH Energy Transition Institute (ETI) Grant (Awarded $90,000 18 months)
Computational Prediction of Surface Stabilized Oxide Nanoparticles as High-Performance Oxygen
Evolution Catalysts, PI: Prof Lars Grabow and Jiefu Chen (2024)

• RAISE CET (Awarded $999,999)
Multidisciplinary High-Performance Computing and Artificial Intelligence Enabled Catalysis
Design for Misco-Plasma Technologies in Clean Energy Transition, PI: Prof Lars Grabow and Jiefu
Chen (2024)

• The Paul & Daisy Soros Fellowships for New Americans ($90,000 24 months)
PI: Prof Shyue Ping Ong (2016 Declined)

• Molecular Sciences Software Institute ($50,000 12 months)
Combinatorial defect engineering suite for heterogeneous catalysts, PI: Prof Zachary W. Ulissi (2021 Declined)

• DOE ERCAP
Accelerating Catalyst Discovery with High-Throughput Calculations, Convolutional Networks, and Active
Learning, PI: Zachary Ulissi (Continuous)

• Science Foundations for Energy Earthshot Allocation (512,000 hours)
Catalyst Design for Micro-Plasma Assisted Hydrogen Generation, Long Duration Energy Storage, and Carbon
Utilization, PI: Prof Jiefu Chen (2023 Pending)

• Global Centers Track 1.
The Hydrogen Global Engineering Network (HydroGIN): An NSF/UKRI Global Research Center, PI: Prof
Michael P. Harold (2023 Pending)

• DOD ONR (Laboratory equipment request)
Artificial Intelligence Guided Self-Driving Laboratories for Autonomous Discovery of New Materials,
(Corresponding) (2023 Pending))

Awards

• Pittsburgh Quantum Institute Uni-Pro Initiative for Conference Support
Award amount of $1,500 for the Materials Research Society 2022

• University of Houston Postdoctoral Fellow Career and Travel Awards
Award amount of $1,200 for the American Chemical Society 2024

Selected Presentations

• An atomistic and continuum approach to dopant segregation and embrittlement at molybdenum grain boundaries.
Material Science and Technology, Salt Lake City, Utah, 2016.

• The surface properties of elemental crystalline solids. American Physical Society, Los Angeles, California, 2018.

• Machine-learning assisted screening of catalytic materials. Invited, Materials Research Society Spring Meeting and
Exhibit, Honolulu, Hawaii, 2022.

Teaching and mentoring experience

• Teaching assistant for Crystallography Prof. Shyue Ping Ong, NanoEngineering, UCSD La Jolla, CA. 2018

• Mentored several graduate students and post-doctoral fellows in the group of Shyue Ping Ong, Zachary Ulissi, and
Lars Grabow.

Digital Profiles

• Google Scholar

• LinkedIn

• Github

https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=h5jugX8AAAAJ&hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/in/richard-tran-6b6896a6/
https://github.com/CifLord


Professional References

• Zachary Ulissi
Email: zulissi@meta.com
Menlo Park, CA 94025
Tel. (412) 268-9517
Affil: Meta AI,
Fundamental AI Research

• Shyue Ping Ong
Email: ongsp@eng.ucsd.edu
9500 Gilman Drive #0448
La Jolla, CA 92093
Tel. (858) 534-2668
Affil: University of California San Diego,
Department of NanoEngineering

• Lars Grabow
Email: grabow@uh.edu
4726 Calhoun Rd, Engineering Building 1
Houston, TX 77204
Tel. (713) 743-4326
Affil: University of Houston,
Department of Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering

• Kristin A. Persson
Email: kristinpersson@berkeley.edu
384 Hearst Memorial Mining Building
Berkeley, CA 94720-1760
Tel. (510) 486-7218
Affil: University of California Berkeley,
Department of Material Science and Engineering

• Olivia Graeve
Email: ograeve@ucsd.edu
9500 Gilman Drive #0448
La Jolla, CA 92093
Tel. (858) 246-0146
Affil: University of California San Diego,
Department of Mechanical Engineering
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